Class of Their Own After School
Club Newsletter

Dear Parent,

Welcome to our first newsletter of the school year — and a
particular welcome to all families who will be joining our
clubs for the first time in September.

In this newsletter you will find:

e Checking Your Contact Information

e Summer Holiday Review

e Paying Monthly and Invoice Due Date
e Next Parent Forum

e Staff Team

e Child Not Attending Process

e Changes to Parking Near Schools

e Homework Area

¢ New After School Club

e After School Club Newsletters on Web
e New Reception Children

e Positive Behaviour Top Tips

Baby News!

We are delighted to let you know that Sam is pregnant.
Her baby is due on 17th February 2012. Sam will be
taking a year off after the baby is born. We are currently
working on plans regarding Sam’s replacement, and will
let you know as soon as they are finalised.

Class Of Their Own Award Winners

At our all staff summer training day we were delighted to
hand out awards to individuals and teams who have gone
above and beyond over the past year. Everyone has
worked extremely hard in the last year, and it was very
hard for us to select the individual recipients of each
award.

The winners this year are:
Erika — Bank Playworker of the Year



Ryan — Playworker of the Year
Suzanna — Team Member of the Year
St Bart’'s — Team of the Year

We hope you find this newsletter useful and informative,
as always, if you have any questions, comments,
concerns or feedback, please speak to your club
supervisor, or get in touch with us.

Sam Thomson and Tanya Petherick

Directors

sam@classoftheirown.com

tanya@classoftheirown.com

01273 733337

Parent Forum - 2nd

November

Hold the date! If you
would like to join our
Parent Forum, please put
2nd November in your
diary. We will send out
more details nearer the
time including information
about how to register for
the event.

Parents from all clubs are
encouraged to attend.
The Parent Forum will be
at St Paul’s School, St
Nicholas Road,

Staff Team

September is always a
time of change for our
staff teams. Students
who have been with us
for years graduate and
move on, other students
have changes to their
timetable and are not able
to work, which means that
we often have a bit of a
re-shuffle with staff being
promoted and moved to
new clubs, so you may
see one or two new faces
in September.
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Brightonat 7.30pm.

We are still in the process
of putting the teams in
place in September, and
details of all teams will be
on our website. We are
very lucky to have a low
staff turnover, and most
of the team will be exactly
the same as last year.

Child Not Attending

Just a quick reminder, if your child is booked into the After School Club and is not
attending, please let the club know. It is not the school’s responsibility to let us know that
your child will not be coming to the club. Itis really important that you do this as it is vital
that we are able to account for every child. If your child is not in the club and you have not
told us, we will need to contact you. This is very time consuming and could lead to delays
in us either waiting for the Infant Collection or identifying if a junior child had not arrived at
the club. If you do not let us know that your child will not be attending the After School
Club, the supervisor may charge you a £1 fine to cover the time and cost of trying to track
your child down. We would rather not do this, but need you to understand how important
it is that you let us know if you child will not be attending.

Summer Holiday Review

We can'’t believe the summer holidays are nearly over for another year. This year has
been our busiest year ever, and the feedback has been fantastic. This summer has seen
the launch of a ‘Featured Daily Activity’ and ‘Own Zone’. The Featured Daily Activity has
been one activity that all children have been encouraged to participate in so they have
something to bring home at the end of the day even if they do not want to participate in all
the other organised activities that we do. Own Zone has been developed in response to
child and parent feedback that the juniors sometimes want to do something different to the
Infant children, so each morning and afternoon a small group of children have been able
to go and do their own thing for an hour at a time. Whilst the juniors are doing ‘Own Zone’
the infant children will be doing their own exciting activities.

Highlights of the summer are often the trips, and the children particularly enjoyed the day
trip to Tilgate Park and the bowling and Yellow Wave trips.

October half term plans are well underway, and will be available on our website by
Monday 12th September. Downs Junior will be closed for building work over October Half



Term. We will open at a club in Brighton, please take a moment to let us know your
thoughts about where you would like the Brighton club to be located if it is not at Downs
Junior:

http://www.classoftheirown.com/holiday clubs/downsquest.php

Paying Monthly and Invoice Due Date
Nearly half of all After School Club parents have already joined our pay monthly scheme,
and if you have not already joined, September is a great time to join!

Once you join the scheme, your price is set for a full year. This means that if our prices
increase in April, you would only pay the increased price in September. As a further
incentive to join the pay monthly scheme, is that you are allowed to do the same number
of swaps per year as your child’s weekly sessions (for example if your child attends 4
sessions per week, you can swap 4 sessions per year). Finally, it makes your finances
more manageable as your After School Club fees are spread over 12 equal payments.

The Pay Monthly scheme means the supervisor spends less time doing administration
and is able to spend more time in the club with your children.

Monthly payments are either made by you setting up a standing order with your bank, or
setting up a regular childcare voucher payment to come into our account.

If you would like to find out more, please click here.

If you join the pay monthly scheme now, please do not pay your Half Termly September
invoice.

If you pay your invoice half termly, your invoice for this half term is due for payment
before Friday 16th September.

Changes to Parking Near Schools

As of 1st September Brighton and Hove Council have extended the hours in which there is
no stopping outside the school to now be from 8am to 6pm. This means that if you
currently park on the yellow zig-zag lines to pick up from after school club you will no
longer be able to do this from September. The only exception to this rule is in the month of
August. This affects the following clubs:

e Stanford Junior school
e St Paul’s Primary school
e Our Lady of Lourdes Primary school
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e St Christopher’s school
e St Bartholomew’s school

Homework Area

Every club now has a ‘Homework Area’ for children who want to do their homework. Our
clubs are play settings, and no children will be made to do their homework, but please let
your child know that if they would like to do their homework at the After School Club, they
can.

New After School Club Launched

We are delighted to announce we will be opening a new After School Club at the newly
refurbished Connaught School in Hove. We will be opening when the school opens in
September.

ASC Newsletters Now On Web

We have started to put After School Club newsletters on the individual club page. If you
have seen something in a newsletter, and would like to refer back to it, simply select your
After School Club, and from there you will be able to find the archive of newsletters.

New Reception Children

If your child is joining Reception in September, we are planning an induction process for
parents who want to find out more, and additionally we will be happy to make an
arrangement for you to visit the After School Club with your child. Details are in the
process of being finalised and full information on the Reception Induction will be posted
and or emailed to you.

Positive Behaviour Top Tips

As part of the summer training day, everyone was asked to give their tips on how to
promote positive behaviour. Some of the tips were specific to large groups, however, we
thought we would share the tips that might be helpful to parents.

e Catch them being good and remind them of this when they are behaving
negatively

e Praise when a child is kind and helpful

e Use non-verbal gestures/communication

e Use positive reinforcement e.g. ‘well done for sitting so well Johnny’

e Use clear communication and explain why

e Listen to the children

e Give the children a choice

e Keep your tone of voice calm

e Give lots of attention to positive behaviour

e Sing a song and get them to join in



e Clicking, clapping and copying

e ‘Copy me’ game

e Use simple instructions

o Make expectations clear

e Clear awareness of boundaries

e Ask them if they think their behaviour is appropriate

e Keep consistent

e Encourage each child to take responsibility for their own behaviour

e Make the children aware of how their behaviour affects others

¢ Make them think about their behaviour — ask them questions

e Use distraction when faced with negative attitudes

e Look for the positives rather than the negatives

e Appeal to empathy and encourage positive relationships

e Relate to a personal experience

e Counting down

e Wait until everyone has stopped talking

e Praise honesty

e Create a positive environment

e Sympathise with emotions

e Find out why the behaviour happens

e Offer positive choices

e Allow the children to solve the problems themselves

e Ignore previous behaviours and respond to the positive

e Anticipate good behaviour — praise good/preferred behaviour before the event/task

e Instead of telling a child off, make them laugh

e Diffuse negative with positive

e Use a positive strategy e.g. an argument — share opinions and listen to resolve the
conflict quickly

e Make a game out of it e.g. turn a negative into a positive

Elnh "Ems Over the last few weeks
Welcome back to all our Several of the activities of term we have also had
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parents and their
children, and for those
new to the club,
welcome!

We have had a very
eventful half term and
Summer holiday, with the
children enjoying many
activities and

games, making the most
of the good weather- and
the bad!

The After School club
have continued to have
fun playing with lots of
games and thoroughly
enjoying themselves
getting both themselves
and the club all messy!
Their creations are still
an amazement to all the
team; we appear to have
at least

one budding Rembrandt
and several future
fashion designers! The
children have enjoyed
playing outside in the
sunshine, and played so
much football and
basketball that the balls
have worn out!

During the summer
holiday we've enjoyed
creating some longer
term projects, making
paper mache pinata and
octopi with balloons and
newspaper, and we've

and new playworkers
have inspired us to plan
more involved art and
craft activities and big
group projects and
games at the After
School Club, so hopefully
your children will come
home with even bigger
smiles on their faces next
term. We are also still
acquiring more outdoor
equipment for the
children to enjoy whilst
continuing to gather more
ideas and resources for
indoor play.

If you or your children
have any ideas for
developing activities or
resources, please don't
hesitate to tell us about
them, we want to make
sure that all children have
the best time they can at
club, so if you do have
any ideas or suggestions
please let us know!

We recently introduced a
new policy on the use of
mobile phones in the
club, whereby all phones
are kept in a locked box
at club. This includes not
only staff and visitors
phones, but those of the
children as well. We ask
for your support in this as
this is to safeguard the
children attending club. In

a high level of absence
from club. If you know
that your child is going to
be absent, we really
appreciate your letting us
know, to save Sarah-
Louise the task of
searching corridors for
the children, and saving
you from being charged
for a call back to find your
child. Your cooperation
would be much
appreciated!

On 23rd July, Naomi got
married to Abdullah
Kadirov after a short
engagement! We wish
her all the best in her
marriage. Unfortunately,
Naomi and Abdullah are
setting up their home in
London, and so we have
to bid a fond farewell to
her as she starts her new
life. We will all miss her!
We hope she will still stay
in touch and pay us a
visit if she is passing by!

Rachael has also left us
unexpectedly, she
accepted another
position working for a
Language School. Again
we wish her all the best.

We will be welcoming a
new team of fantastic
playworkers to join Rosie,
Professor Maxi and



been lucky that one of
our holiday club
playworkers could teach
us how to make animals
out of balloons! We've
particularly loved making
fabric fish and messages
in bottles, as well as
getting thoroughly messy
with big group projects
such as banner making.

addition, we also ask that
parents not use their
phones in the setting,
most especially not for
taking photographs, even
of their own children.

We have a camera in
club for this purpose if
you wish to photograph
your child in the setting.
Similarly, please tell us if
you would prefer your
child not be
photographed.

Sarah-Louise in helping
the children have fun and
learn new skills, so watch
this space!

Welcome back again,
Sarah-Louise, Rosie

and Prof. Maxi (The club
mascot)



